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In loving memory of

Olivia Wood
Brave CF Warrior & Cure4CF Ambassador

Olivia Wood will be remembered for her courage, compassion, and the lasting
impact she made on the cystic fibrosis (CF) community.

Living with CF, Olivia faced extraordinary challenges with strength, resilience, and
grace. She used her voice to raise awareness, share the realities of CF, and help

others feel seen and understood.

Olivia was a passionate supporter of Cure4CF, generously giving her time, insight,
and advocacy to help drive progress toward a future without CF. Her warmth and

determination touched many lives and inspired all who knew her.

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Olivia’s family, her beloved James, and all
who loved her. She will be deeply missed and forever remembered.
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RELENTLESS IN OUR PURSUIT.
UNITED IN OUR PURPOSE. 

DRIVING PROGRESS TOWARDS A
CURE.
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what is cystic fibrosis
Cystic Fibrosis is the most common life limiting genetic disorder
affecting Australians today. It mainly affects the lungs, the
digestive system, and the reproductive system.

Cystic fibrosis (CF) is a life-limiting genetic condition that affects thousands of Australians. It causes
mucus, sweat, and digestive fluids to become thick and sticky, leading to serious complications,
particularly in the lungs and digestive system.

In the lungs, mucus clogs airways, trapping bacteria and causing infections, inflammation, and lung
damage. In the digestive system, blocked ducts prevent enzymes from reaching the intestines, leading to
malnutrition and poor growth. CF can also affect the liver and sweat glands, increasing the risk of liver
disease and dehydration.

One in 25 Australians carries the faulty CF gene, often unknowingly. A child has a one in four chance of
inheriting CF if both parents are carriers. There is no cure, and life expectancy remains significantly
shorter than average. The median survival age for Australians with CF is around 47 years, with
respiratory failure due to lung disease being the most common cause of death.

Progress is being made. Modulator therapies like Trikafta have significantly improved lung function and
quality of life for many, but not all. At least 10% of people with CF do not benefit from current treatments.
With global research accelerating, we are moving closer to better therapies—and ultimately, a cure. 

With continued support, we can create a future where CF is no longer life-limiting.

cystic fibrosis isn’t just a 
lung disease

cystic fibrosis isn’t just a 
lung disease



Cure4 Cystic Fibrosis Foundation (Cure4CF) is a registered Australian not-for-profit organisation
dedicated to one goal—a cure for cystic fibrosis (CF). Since 2007, we have been Australia's largest
private funder of CF research, raising over $6.5 million to support innovative Australian medical
research aimed at delivering life-changing treatments.

Our Values
IMPACTFUL
We want to give cystic fibrosis the visibility and resources it needs to accelerate a cure.
COLLABORATIVE
We form a deeper connection with our supporters to build a resilient community of like-minded go-
getters, for whom we are forever grateful.
INTEGRITY
We remain uncommonly accountable and transparent when it comes to our goals and operations.
INSPIRATIONAL
We spread the power of optimism with a relentlessly warm spirit.
PASSIONATE
Our hearts, heads, talents and time are all for the fight.

Our Impact
We strategically fund research that has the potential to transform CF worldwide, including
groundbreaking gene therapy that addresses the root cause of CF and research focused on slowing,
reducing, or even halting CF in utero.

Our Point of Difference
Cure4CF is committed to funding only research that has a clear pathway to clinical application. By
focusing on translational research, we ensure that promising discoveries move from the lab to the
hands of people with CF as quickly as possible.

Our People
With a lean team of just six part-time staff (3.4 FTE) and an engaged Board of nine Directors, we
maximise every dollar raised. Our dedicated volunteers, committees, and ambassadors play a crucial
role in driving our mission forward while keeping operational costs low.

Stronger Together
We believe that collaboration is the key to accelerating progress. By working alongside researchers,
institutions, industry leaders, and the CF community, we amplify our impact. With continued investment
and collective effort, we can make CF history.

CURE4 CYSTIC FIBROSIS FOUNDATION
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about cure4cf
Cure4CF only funds research with the best chance of making it into
the hands of our CF warriors.



new donors 

525525total    giftstotal    gifts
1,3741,374

843 total donors843 total donors
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to new

research
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to new
research

impact snapshot
20252025

$1.016M$1.016M
total donations +
grants received
total donations +
grants received$1.4M 
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“OUR PROGRESS IS ONLY
POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF THE

INCREDIBLE INDIVIDUALS AND
FAMILIES WHO BELIEVE SO

STRONGLY IN OUR MISSION.”
Suzy Dimaline, Cure4CF CEO



The Board has been deeply encouraged by
the calibre and ambition of the research we
have been able to fund this year. From
pioneering gene‑editing approaches to
world‑first infection treatments and improved
early detection of CF‑related conditions,
these projects reflect the bold, future‑focused
science that will ultimately change the
trajectory of this disease. Our commitment to
building research capacity and strengthening
national and international partnerships
ensures that our impact extends far beyond
the grants we award today.

I also want to acknowledge the exceptional
leadership of our CEO, Suzy Dimaline, and
the dedication of the Cure4CF team. Their
work continues to elevate the organisation’s
influence, expand our global connections and
ensure that every contribution—large or small
—translates into meaningful progress.

from our chair
Stepping into the role of Chair in 2025 has
been both an honour and a profound
responsibility. Cure4CF exists because of a
simple but urgent truth: cystic fibrosis (CF)
still has no cure. Every decision we make,
every dollar we raise, and every
partnership we build is driven by the belief
that this can—and must—change. To lead
the Board of an organisation so deeply
committed to that mission is a privilege I
feel every day.

This year has been one of extraordinary
progress and meaningful transition. I want
to begin by acknowledging the remarkable
leadership of my predecessor, Lachlan
Monfries. Over nine years, Lachie helped
shape Cure4CF into the strong, focused
and ambitious organisation it is today. His
legacy is woven into every achievement
you will read about in this report, and I am
grateful for the foundation he has built.

As I reflect on my first year as Chair, what
stands out most is the strength of the
Cure4CF community, many of whom it was
my privilege to meet at various events
through the year. Most notable the families,
whose passionate resolve to do more for
the ones they love is truly inspiring.  The
generosity, determination and belief shown
by our supporters have propelled the
organisation to new heights. Raising nearly
$1.4 million—our highest total ever—and
investing more than $1 million into
research in a single year is an achievement
that speaks to the collective will of
thousands of people who refuse to accept
the limitations CF imposes on individuals
and families.

tom symonds
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To our donors, partners, volunteers,
ambassadors, researchers and families:
thank you. Your belief in our mission is the
engine behind every breakthrough. You are
the reason Cure4CF continues to stand as
Australia’s leading private funder of cystic
fibrosis research, and the reason we can
look to the future with confidence and
determination.

As we approach Cure4CF’s 20th
anniversary in 2026, the momentum of
hope is gathering. The science is
advancing, our community is growing, and
our vision is clearer than ever. Together,
we are building the pathway to the
breakthroughs that will change the future of
cystic fibrosis.

With appreciation and warm regards, 

Tom Symonds - Cure4 Cystic Fibrosis Chair



As I reflect on 2025, I am filled with deep
gratitude and pride for what our community
has achieved together in the fight against
cystic fibrosis (CF). This year marked
another historic milestone for Cure4CF.
With the extraordinary support of our
community, we raised just under $1.4
million, the largest fundraising total in the
history of our foundation. Thanks to this
generosity, we were also able to award
over $1 million in research grants - the
greatest investment in CF research
Cure4CF has ever made in a single year.

These achievements matter because CF
still has no cure. While new treatments
continue to improve quality of life for many
people with CF, significant challenges
remain. Our mission has never been more
important. Cure4CF continues to stand as
Australia’s leading private funder of CF
research, powered entirely by the
generosity of our supporters and without
government funding. Every dollar raised
moves us closer to the breakthroughs the
CF community urgently needs.

Our progress is only possible because of
the incredible individuals and families who
believe so strongly in our mission. I extend
my deepest thanks to Team Simon
founders Harry and Teresa Bazouni, whose
unwavering commitment continues to
inspire us all. Their extraordinary $340,000
donation this year is a remarkable act of
generosity that significantly increases the
volume of research we can fund and
reflects their deep commitment to
advancing life-changing discoveries for
people living with CF.

I would also like to acknowledge the
exceptional generosity of Pamela Wall, whose
transformative gift of $1 million over three
years will help accelerate critical research into
the future. Pamela and her late husband Ian
have been devoted supporters of Cure4CF for
more than a decade. Their belief in our work
and dedication to the CF community is
profoundly meaningful to all of us.

The strength of Cure4CF lies in the passion of
our community. I would like to first thank the
Holckner family for their ongoing support and
generosity, which continues to make a
meaningful contribution to advancing our
research program. A heartfelt thank you also
goes to Mal Boardman and the Great Escape
crew, whose remarkable efforts once again
delivered an extraordinary result, donating over
$165,000 to support cystic fibrosis research.

2025 also marked a moment of transition in our
leadership. We said a heartfelt farewell to our
Chair Lachlan Monfries, whose nine years of
dedicated service helped shape Cure4CF into
the organisation it is today. Lachlan’s
leadership, humility, and unwavering
commitment to cystic fibrosis research have left
an enduring legacy. 

from our ceo
suzy dimaline
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In April, we were delighted to welcome Tom
Symonds as our new Chair, and we look
forward to the leadership and vision he
brings as we enter an exciting new chapter.

This year also saw Cure4CF strengthen its
global presence. Our team attended the
European Cystic Fibrosis Conference,
where we forged valuable new connections
with researchers and organisations from
around the world. The insights gained and
partnerships developed during this visit are
already shaping our future direction. 
By collaborating internationally and pooling
expertise and resources, we can accelerate
progress and maximise the impact of every
dollar invested in research.

Cure4CF is proud to be leading the way in
bringing the CF community together, both
here in Australia and increasingly across
the globe. By connecting researchers,
clinicians, organisations and our
community, we are building the
collaborations needed to fund the next
generation of breakthroughs.

In 2025, Cure4CF funded four exciting new
research projects:

Dr Elena Schneider-Futschik (University
of Melbourne) – Improving early
diagnosis of colorectal cancer in adults
with CF
Dr Fatwa (Adi) Adikusuma (Adelaide
University) – Developing a one-time
gene editing treatment for cystic fibrosis
Dr Sha Liu (Adelaide University) –
Phage-Lumen gel: a world-first
treatment for CF infections
Dr Bernadette Prentice (Sydney
Children’s Hospital) – Predicting risk to
protect future health in Cystic Fibrosis
Related Diabetes (CFRD)

These innovative projects reflect the

ambition and breadth of the Cure4CF
research program as we pursue solutions
that will transform outcomes for people living
with CF.

We continue to invest in the future of CF
research through two important initiatives.
The Cure4CF Researcher Capacity Building
Program supports the development of
emerging researchers dedicated to cystic
fibrosis and continues to grow through
partnerships with organisations such as the
Thoracic Society of Australia and New
Zealand and Lung Foundation Australia. 
Alongside this, our Research Partnerships
Program supports the submission of
innovative CF research proposals to
nationally competitive grant schemes
including the Medical Research Future Fund
(MRFF) and the National Health and Medical
Research Council (NHMRC). Through this
program, Cure4CF helps advance research
that builds on existing knowledge and has a
clear pathway toward translational, life-
changing impact.

2025 was also a year of evolution for
Cure4CF. As our foundation grows and our
research program expands in scale and
ambition, the needs of the organisation
continue to evolve. We farewelled Birgit
Smith and thank her for her contribution to
the foundation. At the same time, we were
delighted to welcome several exceptional
new team members: Sophia Hynes Bishop as
Head of Marketing and Fundraising, Renee
Brown as Fundraising and Communications
Officer, and Gemma Barry as Fundraising
and Partnerships Coordinator. Alongside
Head of Research Jodie Simpson, who
continues to work tirelessly to expand the
breadth, depth and impact of our research
program, this talented team brings
remarkable expertise, energy and
commitment to our mission. It is a privilege to
work alongside such dedicated individuals.
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Our impact would also not be possible
without the extraordinary contribution of
our voluntary leadership and advisory
groups. I would like to sincerely thank our
Independent Research Advisory
Committee, Governance and HR
Committee, Brand and Fundraising
Committee, and Research Committee.
These committees bring deep expertise
and generous commitment of time,
ensuring we maintain strong governance,
strategic focus and scientific excellence
while keeping our overheads low and our
impact high.

Our Ambassadors also play a vital role in
the work of Cure4CF. By generously
sharing their personal connections to cystic
fibrosis, lending their voices, and helping
raise awareness of our mission, they shine
a powerful spotlight on the challenges
faced by the CF community. Their
advocacy helps connect new audiences to
our cause and strengthens the movement
behind cystic fibrosis research.

My sincere thanks also go to the Cure4CF
Board for another year of dedicated
voluntary service. It is a privilege to work
with such a talented and engaged group
whose leadership and commitment
continue to guide and strengthen our
organisation.

Finally, to our supporters, donors,
volunteers, partners, fundraisers and
advocates, thank you. Your belief in our
mission fuels every discovery, every
breakthrough and every step forward.

As we approach Cure4CF’s 20th year in
2026, our ambition has never been greater.
Together we are bringing people together,
strengthening global partnerships and
investing in the science that will unlock the
next breakthroughs. The momentum is 

Suzy Dimaline - CEO

building, the possibilities are expanding,
and together we are moving ever closer
to changing the future of CF.

Together forward,



our board & Patrons
WE FIGHT BECAUSE WE NEED A CURE for cystic fibrosis AND RESEARCH IS
THE ANSWER.
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Jenna  O’Callaghan - Deputy Chair

Abbey bell - Director

Dr steven zadow - director

Nicki Hodyl-  Director

cLINTON JURY - director

Dr Matthew Chong - director

GREG OKE - Founder & PatronDavid coluccio OAM - Patron

Tom Symonds - CHAIR Josh Walding- treasurer

Dr Bernadette prentice - director 
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Sophia Hynes-bishop - Head of
Marketing & Fundraising

suzy dimaline - CEO

Renee Brown - Fundraising &
Communications Officer

Gemma Barry - Fundraising
& Partnerships
Coordinator 

prof Jodie Simpson -
Head of Research

our team
WE FIGHT in partnership with the cystic fibrosis community to
advance a cure.
As a part-time team united by passion, we bring a relentless determination to advancing
research and translating it into real outcomes for our community. The people we serve are more
than supporters—they are our friends, our Cure4CF family, and the reason we continue to push
forward every single day.

Birgit Smith - Grants & 
Finance Manager



our ambassadors
WE FIGHT BECAUSE our lives and that of our loved ones depend on it.

kristy thomas - cure4cf
ambassador & mum to cf warrior
leo

Kristen Sheaff - cure4cf 
ambassador & mum to cf warrior
Myla

Jamie sach - Cure4CF & penfolds
global ambassador & dad to cf
warrior otto

Olivia Wood - cure4cf
ambassador &  Cf warrior

Kate Collins - cure4cf  
ambassador  & best friend 
to CF Warrior

callum ferguson - cure4cf
ambassador & friend to CF
Warrior

mae johnson - cure4cf  
ambassador & cf warrior

james kozlowski - cure4cf 
ambassador &  uncle to cf
warrior aveline

Jen Kozlowski - cure4cf 
ambassador &  Mum to Cf
warrior Aveline
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Dr Graeme Mattison - Advanced
Trainee in Respiratory and Sleep
Medicine, UQ

prof scott bell - senior physician
adult CF Centre, Prince Charles
Hospital & CEO, Translational
Research Institute

Dr Phil Kearney - Genetics expert
& CEO, Amaroq Therapeutics

Dr Bernadette prentice -
Paediatric respiratory physician,
sydney children‘s hosptial & the
children‘s westmead

independent advisory committee
Cure4CF engages the voluntary services of an expert independent
advisory committee made up of clinicians, researchers, analysts and
community representatives to help determine the best research to
fund across australia.

Cure4CF is guided by an Independent Research Advisory Committee (IRAC), which provides
expert advice and recommendations. Its role is to evaluate and support innovative, high-quality
research projects with clear potential for impact.

Kristy Thomas - Consumer
Representative

Olivia Wood - Consumer
Representative

Dr Helga Mikkelsen - Investment
Analyst, Brandon Capital
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We operate as a lean organisation to minimise overheads and
maximise impact. With a relentless focus on ensuring every dollar
raised makes a meaningful difference, our work is strengthened by
volunteer-led initiatives, including our highly engaged committees

our committees

In addition to our CEO Suzy Dimaline, who sits on all committees, the following people help
increase the capacity, productivity and impact of our Foundation.

G o v e r n a n c e   

Jenna O’Callaghan 
- Chair

clinton jury Dr steven zadow

B r a n d  &  F u n d r a i s i n g   

abbey bell - Chair greg knagge prof Jodie SimpsonTom benson 

R e s e a r c h  &  C o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n   

dr david beechamdr Natalie rickersa/prof Nicolette Hodyl 
- Chair

dr Matthew Chongprof Jodie Simpson birgit Smith

Tom Symonds josh walding 

Sophia Hynes-Bishop
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As we approach our 20th year,
our ambition is clear: 

to accelerate the science that
will change the future of

cystic fibrosis.



MEMPHIS SOLUTIONS
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We fund innovative research that builds on existing knowledge and has a well-defined path
toward real-world application, ensuring meaningful translational impact.

Cure4CF is driven by a relentless commitment to supporting research that moves us closer to
a future where people with CF can live long, fulfilling lives. 

Our focus is on funding research with a clear trajectory toward clinical benefit. From the
outset, we prioritise projects with a strong translational pathway and researchers who are
committed to turning their discoveries into tangible treatments for those living with CF.
This means we invest in programs where scientific concepts have been validated, theoretical
groundwork has been established, and the potential for real-world application is evident.

We are particularly interested in supporting innovative research that directly targets the
underlying defects of CF, driving progress toward life-changing breakthroughs and delivering
outcomes that matter most to the CF community.

our research program
C u r e 4 C F  e x i s t s  t o  a c c e l e r a t e  l i f e - e x t e n d i n g  s o l u t i o n s
f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  c y s t i c  f i b r o s i s .
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meet our new researchers
t h r o u g h  o u r  2 0 2 5  h o l c k n e r  f a m i l y  c f  i m p a c t  g r a n t
w e  h a v e  u n c o v e r e d  i n c r e d i b l e  A u s t r a l i a n  r e s e a r c h .

The Holckner Family 

Our heartfelt thanks to the Holckner family for
their substantial, ongoing support in the fight
against cystic fibrosis (CF). The Holckner
family is proud to support and be associated
with Cure4CF and specifically the naming of
the annual Holckner Family CF Impact Grant.

A third-generation Australian-born member of
the Holckner family, Jarrod, has lived with CF
for over 50 years. "We hope that our
contribution and support for the grant will find
solutions for those like Jarrod who live with
CF and improve their quality of life."

successful recipients for 2025

We are thrilled to welcome Dr Fatwa
Adikusuma from Adelaide University, who is
leading a new gene-editing project that could
benefit everyone with cystic fibrosis,
regardless of mutation. Using a novel gene-
editing tool, the team aims to insert a healthy
copy of the CFTR gene into its natural place
in the DNA. Delivered via lipid nanoparticles,
the goal is to restore normal CFTR function in
the lungs with a single treatment,
representing an exciting step toward broad,
mutation-agnostic therapies.

We are pleased to support Dr Sha Liu from
Adelaide University, whose research is
tackling chronic, hard-to-treat lung infections
in people with cystic fibrosis. Her team is
developing Phage-LumenGel, a first-of-its-
kind inhalable “triple-action” treatment
designed to move through thick lung mucus,

release bacteriophages that break down
bacterial biofilms, and deliver a helper
compound that can be activated to kill
remaining bacteria. 

This innovative approach aims to address
antibiotic-resistant infections that significantly
impact quality of life.

We warmly welcome Dr Bernadette Prentice
and her team at Sydney Children’s Hospital,
who are leading research to improve the
prediction and management of Cystic
Fibrosis-Related Diabetes (CFRD). CFRD is a
common complication that worsens lung
health, nutrition, and long-term outcomes, yet
predicting who will develop it remains difficult.
This project aims to improve early detection
and support more effective management of
CFRD for people living with cystic fibrosis.

We are excited to support Dr Elena
Schneider-Futschik from The University of
Melbourne, whose research focuses on
improving early detection of colorectal cancer
in adults with cystic fibrosis. As people with
CF live longer, the risk of colorectal cancer is
increasing. This project will use yearly blood
tests to identify early signs of cancer,
including known markers and advanced
protein analyses to discover CF-specific
indicators. The findings will be validated using
artificial intelligence, with the goal of
improving early detection, reducing invasive
procedures, and guiding better care for adults
living with CF.



DR FATWA (ADI)
ADIKUSUMA 
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Introducing

e d i t i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  c f  t r e a t m e n t

Dr Fatwa Adikusuma from the University of Adelaide is
leading a new gene-editing project that could help everyone
with cystic fibrosis (CF), no matter their mutation. Using a
new gene-editing tool, the team hopes to insert a healthy
copy of the CFTR gene into its natural place in the DNA. By
delivering this through tiny particles called lipid
nanoparticles (LNPs), the goal is to restore normal CFTR
function in the lungs with just a single treatment. 

C u r e 4 C F ’ s  f u n d i n g  w i l l  s u p p o r t  D r
A d i k u s u m a  t o  t e s t  a n d  r e f i n e  t h i s
a p p r o a c h  u s i n g  p r e - c l i n i c a l
m o d e l s  t o :     

1. Develop and optimise the editing tools for targeted
     CFTR gene integration.

  2. Optimise the LNP delivery and test two delivery
     systems in human CF airway cells.
 
  3. Develop a CFTR model to test the ability of the
     particles to deliver the gene and restore CFTR  
     function. 

  4. Evaluate treatment delivery in the model by
     inhalation and injection and examine the ability of
     the treatment to impact CFTR expression and 
     activity.  
 

W h y  i s  g e n e  e d i t i n g  n e e d e d ?  
While CFTR modulators have improved outcomes for
many people with cystic fibrosis, they are ineffective or
unavailable for up to 30% of patients, particularly those
with nonsense or rare mutations. Even for responders,
these drugs are not curative, requiring lifelong treatment
and offering only partial protection against progressive
lung disease. Gene editing offers the potential for a one-
time, broadly applicable therapy that corrects the
underlying genetic defect, restores natural CFTR
function, and could halt or reverse disease progression,
providing a transformative solution for all individuals with
CF. 

W h a t  i s  u n i q u e  a b o u t  t h i s
p r o j e c t ?  

This project has the potential to develop a universal,
mutation-independent approach to correct the CFTR
gene, making it effective for all CF patients. In addition,
the team aims to develop and test the technology,
enabling a single administration and durable treatment
that leverages the latest advancements in gene-editing
science. A successful gene-editing tool would provide
improved health equity and broad impact for people with
CF, including children.    

Adelaide University

Developing a one-time gene editing treatment
for cystic fibrosis

Project Duration - 2 years



What will be the pathway to moving
this therapy into the clinic? 

The team has completed its pre-clinical validation 
experiments and developed a carefully considered
translational pathway. Following this project, the team will
commence expanded safety and efficacy studies with
regulatory engagement to ensure any resulting treatments
are developed in a safe and approved way.  
Once all the safety and efficacy studies have been
completed, the team will plan its first in-human clinical
trials.  

a b o u t  D r  A d i k u s u m a

Dr. Fatwa Adikusuma is a molecular biologist and genome
engineer dedicated to transforming the treatment of
genetic diseases through precise and effective CRISPR-
based therapies. His research focuses on harnessing and
refining gene editing technologies to correct mutations that
cause severe inherited conditions. Dr. Adikusuma’s work
aims to uncover the mechanisms that influence CRISPR
efficiency and precision, and to translate these advances
into therapies for diseases such as Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy (DMD), Retinitis Pigmentosa, Spinal Muscular
Atrophy, and Cystic Fibrosis. By developing innovative
strategies for gene correction, his team strives to restore
health and improve quality of life for patients. He leads the
Gene Editing Technology and Therapeutics Laboratory at
Adelaide University and the South Australian Health and
Medical Research Institute (SAHMRI). 

His research is supported by an NHMRC Emerging
Leadership Investigator Grant, and he currently holds an
ARC DECRA Fellowship. He was previously awarded a
CSIRO Synthetic Biology Future Science Platform
Fellowship (2018–2021). Dr. Adikusuma’s contributions
have been recognised with multiple Researcher Awards,
highlighting his leadership in CRISPR innovation. Beyond
academia, he co-founded Gene Editing Therapeutics
(GETx), a biotechnology company focused on translating
CRISPR research into clinical solutions. The discoveries
from Dr. Adikusuma’s team are paving the way for a new
generation of genetic medicines, with applications in
treating previously incurable diseases, advancing genome
engineering technologies, and shaping the future of
precision medicine.

T h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t e a m

Prof Benjamin Thierry Dr Abid Hussain

Prof Paul Thomas 

Dr Fatwa Adikusuma A/Prof Martin Donnelley 

Dr Alexandra McCarron A/Prof Gerard Kaiko 

Prof Chunxia Zhao

A/Prof Anthony Kicic A/Prof Susan Woods
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DR SHA LIU 
Introducing

Adelaide University

Phage-LumenGel: A world-first treatment for
CF infections. 

Project Duration - 2 years

A  t a r g e t e d  n o v e l  t h e r a p y  f o r
c y s t i c  f i b r o s i s  l u n g  i n f e c t i o n s  

Dr Sha Liu from The University of Adelaide is leading
innovative research to tackle chronic, hard-to-treat lung
infections in people with cystic fibrosis. 
 
Some of the most dangerous bacteria, like Pseudomonas
aeruginosa, can become resistant to even the strongest
antibiotics. This leads to ongoing infections that are difficult
to treat and have a major impact on quality of life. 

Dr Liu’s team is developing a new kind of inhalable
treatment called Phage-LumenGel — the first of its kind in
the world. It’s a “triple-action” gel designed to: 

Move easily through the thick mucus in the lungs. 
Release special viruses called bacteriophages that
break down bacterial biofilms (the slimy layers that
protect bacteria). 
Deliver a helper compound that can be turned “on”
when needed to kill any remaining bacteria. 

I n  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  t e a m  w i l l :  
 

1.Develop and test Phage-LumenGel to ensure it is
     safe to inhale, stable, and effective at reaching
     bacteria trapped in mucus.
 
  2. Assess its safety and performance using advanced
      lung organoids—miniaturised, lab-grown versions of
     
 

 human lungs derived from patient cells that closely
 mimic real lung tissue—alongside proven animal
 models. 

W h y  i s  P h a g e - L u m e n G e l  n e e d e d ?

Current treatments often can’t reach the bacteria trapped
in the thick lung mucus, and over time these bacteria
adapt and form protective biofilms that help them avoid
our body’s defence systems and antibiotic treatment.
With the global rise in antibiotic resistance, new
therapies are urgently needed. Phage-LumenGel aims to
tackle this by penetrating mucus, attacking bacteria in
multiple ways, reducing reliance on antibiotics, and,
most importantly, preventing bacteria from becoming
resistant to the phage. By the end of the project, the
team hopes to have a formula ready for early human
trials. Ultimately, this treatment is intended to combat
hard-to-treat infections, reduce hospital stays and
treatment costs, and improve quality of life.

W h a t  i s  u n i q u e  a b o u t  t h i s
p r o j e c t ?  
This project develops Phage-LumenGel, the first inhaled
therapy to tackle drug-resistant Pseudomonas
aeruginosa in cystic fibrosis. It works in three ways:
special phages glide through thick mucus and break
open protective biofilms, replicate inside bacteria to
amplify killing, and a compound that delivers a final burst
of antibacterial killing, wiping out any bacteria that

P A G E  2 7



 survive the phage attack and reducing the chance of
phage-resistant strains developing, while the gel ensures
the therapy remains concentrated in the lungs. Early lab
tests show it can dramatically reduce bacterial levels, and
this project will move to test the treatment in advanced
lung models, which are the essential next step testing
before clinical trials. This multi-action, targeted approach
represents a completely new way to treat chronic,
antibiotic-resistant lung infections. 
 

W h a t  w i l l  b e  t h e  p a t h w a y  t o
m o v i n g  t h i s  t h e r a p y  i n t o  t h e
c l i n i c ?  

This project will deliver a Phage-LumenGel, with full safety
and efficacy data, and ready for production and testing in
a phase 1 clinical trial. Alongside clinical trial assessment,
the team will begin regulatory engagement, the process
that any new medicine must go through to be approved for
use in Australia. The team aims to enrol the first patient
within eighteen months, generating clinical evidence to
support future approval and access for people with cystic
fibrosis. 
 

A b o u t  D r  L i u
 

Dr Sha Liu is a research leader in phage therapy and
antimicrobial innovation at Adelaide University. She leads
this project, specialising in developing next-generation
treatments for drug-resistant lung infections, and is driving
the translation of this therapy toward clinical benefit for
people with cystic fibrosis.

Her research harnesses bacteriophages and mRNA
technologies to develop smarter therapies for some of the
world’s most pressing health challenges, including drug-
resistant infections and cancer.

Re-imagining vaccines and mRNA therapeutics to
make them more precise, scalable, and effective.
Advancing phage therapy as a viable alternative to
antibiotics in the fight against superbugs.
Engineering phage-based delivery systems to target
therapeutic molecules directly to diseased cells.
Transforming phage biomanufacturing for cost-
effective, clinical-ready production.

T h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t e a m

Dr Sha Liu A/Prof Martin Donnelley 

Dr Tom Goddard Dr Lukas Gerstweiler 
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By bridging cutting-edge biotechnology with real-world
medicine, Dr Liu is building a pipeline of next-generation
therapies that could redefine how we treat infections and
cancer—while positioning South Australia at the forefront
of global health innovation.



DR BERNADETTE
PRENTICE 

Introducing

Sydney Children's Hospital Network 

Predicting risk for the development of Cystic
Fibrosis-Related Diabetes  

Project Duration - 2 years

P r e d i c t i n g  r i s k  t o  p r o t e c t  f u t u r e
h e a l t h  

Dr Bernadette Prentice and her team at Sydney Children’s
Hospital are leading research to improve the prediction and
management of Cystic Fibrosis-Related Diabetes (CFRD),
a common complication that worsens lung health, nutrition,
and long-term outcomes for people with cystic fibrosis. At
present, it is difficult to predict who will develop CFRD,
which makes early detection and management challenging. 

T h i s  p r o j e c t  a i m s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e
e a r l y  p r e d i c t i o n  a n d  p r e v e n t i o n  o f
C F R D  b y  u s i n g  a d v a n c e d  d a t a
a n a l y s i s  t o  e x p l o r e  C F R D  i n  p e o p l e
f r o m  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  C a n a d a .
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l :  

1.Use Australian registry data to identify unique
     features of people with CFRD.

   2.Pinpoint early warning signs that predict who is
     most at risk of developing CFRD, rapid disease
     progression, or related complications.

   3.Validate this data using Canadian CF registry data.

   4.Lay the groundwork for determining which people
     with CF are at the greatest risk of developing CFRD. 

    

 5.Create early opportunities to change clinical care to 
 better understand and prevent CFRD. 

W h y  a r e  i m p r o v e d  p r e d i c t i o n  a n d
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  C F R D  n e e d e d ?  

Cystic fibrosis (CF) is no longer just a childhood lung
disease — advances in treatment mean people with CF
are living longer, healthier lives. However, this progress
has revealed a new challenge: more than half of all
adults with CF will also develop CFRD. This condition
worsens lung health, nutrition, and overall survival, and
increases the risk of long-term complications like heart
disease. Despite its impact and prevalence, CFRD often
goes under-recognised and under-managed in clinical
care, creating a critical gap in how we support people
living with CF.  
 
Improving the ability to predict and manage CFRD is
essential to protect the health gains achieved through
new CF treatments. By identifying who is most at risk
early in childhood, interventions can be provided sooner
and complications prevented, including fewer hospital
stays, and improved quality of life. Better prediction tools
will also help reduce unnecessary screening and
healthcare costs, while supporting more targeted,
personalised care as CF becomes a complex adult
condition rather than a childhood disease. 

W h a t  i s  u n i q u e  a b o u t  t h i s
p r o j e c t ?  
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 has a Master’s of Public Health and a PhD in Cystic
Fibrosis. Dr Prentice teaches medical students in her role
as Conjoint Senior Lecturer in the School of Clinical
Medicine at the University of New South Wales.

Dr Prentice has been awarded both The Thoracic Society
of New South Wales/ Vertex Paediatric Clinical fellowship
award in 2016 and a National Health and Medical
Research Council Scholarship to undertake her research
in paediatric lung conditions. She was recently awarded
the Sydney Children's Hospitals Network Kids Research
Clinical research fellowship - funded by the Sydney
Children's Hospitals Foundation. She has published
articles in several peer reviewed journals on wet cough in
children, asthma and cystic fibrosis, and has written
chapters on children’s lung diseases. She has a special
interest in children’s asthma, chronic and recurrent cough
and chest infections.
 

This project will use a machine-learning approach to predict
CFRD by analysing large-scale Australian and Canadian
registry databases.
The research team will identify early patterns and high-risk
groups that smaller studies cannot detect. This innovative
use of data science allows for earlier, more accurate
prediction of who will develop CFRD — long before
symptoms appear and before current screening guidelines
are enacted with annual tests from age 10.

The project also brings together a unique international
collaboration of clinicians, geneticists, and data scientists.
Their combined expertise will lay the groundwork for a future
model of CFRD detection, helping to pinpoint genetic and
clinical markers that drive disease progression. This new
approach combines cutting-edge technology with real-world
clinical care, creating the foundation for personalised
prevention and management of CFRD as people with CF
live longer, healthier lives. 
 

W h a t  i s  t h e  p a t h w a y  t o  m o v i n g  t h i s
i n t o  t h e  c l i n i c ?  

The next stage of this project will focus on translating the
research findings into practical clinical tools. Once high-risk
groups are identified through registry analysis, the team will
develop a clinical dashboard or digital tool that presents
real-time patient data and individual CFRD risk profiles.
Clinicians will be able to measure and input the data about
their specific patient and detect early warning signs to guide
timely, targeted interventions and slow or prevent disease
progression. 
 
Consulting with consumers, clinicians and community
representatives would be an important part of implementing
such a digital tool, to ensure it is scientifically sound,
clinically useful and user friendly, and can be integrated with
existing health care systems. The ultimate goal is to make
this digital tool available during annual reviews and diabetes
screening appointments, enabling precision care and
improving long-term health outcomes for people with CF. 

a b o u t  D r  P r e n t i c e

Dr Bernadette Prentice is a Paediatric Respiratory Physician
practising in Sydney and is a fellow of the Royal
Australasian College of Physicians. She completed her
training in Respiratory Medicine at Sydney Children’s
Hospital and The Children’s Hospital at Westmead. She

T h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t e a m

Dr Bernadette Prentice Prof Keith Ooi

Dr Michael Coffey Prof Lisa Strug

Ms Katherine Keena Prof Peter Wark

Ms Uthpala Buthpitiya Lekamlage
Don
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A I - d r i v e n  d e t e c t i o n  o f  c o l o r e c t a l
c a n c e r  i n  C F  

Dr Elena Schneider-Futschik from The University of
Melbourne is working on a project that aims to improve
early detection of colorectal cancer in adults with cystic
fibrosis (CF). Thanks to advances in treatment, people with
CF are living longer, but new health challenges - like a
markedly increased risk in the change of developing
colorectal cancer - are emerging. One of the top research
priorities identified by CF patients and clinicians is how to
improve health for adults with CF who now live longer.  
 
This project will use yearly blood tests to look for early signs
of colorectal cancer, including known cancer markers and
advanced protein analyses to discover new CF-specific
markers. The team will validate these findings with artificial
intelligence. The goal is to improve early detection, reduce
the need for invasive procedures, and guide better care for
people with CF as they age. 

W i t h  C u r e 4 C F  f u n d i n g ,  D r
S c h n e i d e r - F u t s c h i k ’ s  t e a m  w i l l :

1.Identify early biomarkers of colorectal cancer in 
     people with CF.
  
  2.Validate biomarkers using artificial intelligence to
     detect CF-specific colorectal cancer markers. 

W h y  i s  i m p r o v e d  e a r l y  d e t e c t i o n
o f  c o l o r e c t a l  c a n c e r  n e e d e d ?  

As people with CF live longer thanks to advances in
treatment, new health challenges are emerging. One of
the most urgent is colorectal cancer (CRC), which
occurs 5–10 times more frequently in adults with CF
than in the general population and often develops earlier
and progresses faster. Current screening relies on
colonoscopy, which is invasive, resource-intensive, and
not suitable for all patients, especially those who are
immunosuppressed or have other medical complexities. 
 
This project is needed to develop safer, less invasive,
and more accessible screening methods tailored to the
CF population. By validating existing biomarkers,
identifying new early markers, and applying artificial
intelligence to analyse samples, the research team aims
to detect CRC earlier, reduce the need for invasive
procedures, and improve patient outcomes. Early
detection and treatment could enhance quality of life,
reduce healthcare burdens, and ensure that gains in CF
survival are not offset by rising cancer-related risks.
Ultimately, this project lays the groundwork for
personalised CRC screening strategies, helping
clinicians target prevention and treatment more
effectively in adults with CF. 

W h a t  i s  u n i q u e  a b o u t  t h i s
p r o j e c t ?  

DR ELENA SCHNEIDER-
FUTSCHIK

Introducing

university of melbourne

Aging better with CF: Improving early diagnosis
of colorectal cancer in adults with cystic
fibrosis.
Project Duration - 2 YearS
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This project employs a unique combination of non-invasive
biomarker testing, advanced sample analysis and artificial
intelligence to detect colorectal cancer (CRC) early in
adults with cystic fibrosis (CF). Unlike standard screening
approaches such as colonoscopy, this study uses blood
and stool samples to identify CF-specific early warning
signs of CRC, making testing safer and more accessible,
especially for older or medically complex patients. 

The project also leverages a large, well characterised
biobank and integrates clinical data to uncover patterns
linked to early CRC. A custom model using artificial
intelligence trained on biomedical literature and CF-
specific data will further enhance biomarker discovery and
risk prediction. This combination of CF-specific biology, AI-
driven analysis, and proteomic approaches has never
been applied in this way and positions the project to
develop personalised, precision screening strategies that
could transform how colorectal cancer is detected and
managed in the aging CF population.
 

H o w  w i l l  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  b e
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  c l i n i c a l  c a r e ?  

The next steps involve validating the biomarker in larger,
independent patient cohorts to confirm its diagnostic
accuracy and clinical utility. This will be followed by
integrating it into prospective screening or risk-
stratification studies.  

a b o u t  D r  S c h n e i d e r - F u t s c h i k

Dr Elena Schneider-Futschik is a specialist in CF. As a
National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC)
Research Fellow, she leads the cystic fibrosis
pharmacology research program across the department
“Biochemistry & Pharmacology” at The University of
Melbourne aiming to optimise currently available
treatments. She has received multiple awards and
research support from both public and philanthropic
organisations including the Thoracic Society of Australia
and New Zealand, the Australian CF Trust, the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation and the NHMRC.

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t e a m

Dr Elena Schneider-Futschik Dr Jamie Ducker

A/Prof Michael Menden Dr Alek Dobric

Professor Keith Ooi Dr Sheila Sivam

Josie van Dorst Prof Peter Wark

Prof Daniel Buchana
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our current research partners
w e ’ r e  b u i l d i n g  a  p o r t f o l i o  o f  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  f i g h t s
c y s t i c  f i b r o s i s  o n  m a n y  f r o n t s .

NOVEL GENE THERAPY APPROACH TO TREAT CF
hunter medical research institute - Nsw

Associate Professor Gerard Kaiko 

A/Prof Gerard Kaiko and the HMRI team have
advanced their gene therapy program, recently
comparing production systems to optimise yield,
purity, and consistency, using vesicle surface
markers to assess quality and reproducibility. 

They have been working on the development of
a modification they designed to make their
therapeutic target longer lasting so less doses
may be needed. They have found that this
therapeutic works best in CF cells that have
some response to
Elexacaftor/tezacaftor/ivacaftor but the response
from that drug alone is insufficient. The group is
now working towards the last step of testing the
therapeutic in a preclinical model of humanised
CFTR in mice where it can be delivered through
the realistic route through the airways to see
what the impact is when modelled at this scale. 

Gerard also shared the findings of his gene
therapy as well as a clinical trial project ORIGIN-
1 looking at personalised responses to
modulators, which they have taken all the way to
the national pharmaceutical benefits scheme
(PBS), which focuses primarily on CF Warriors
who are not eligible for modulator therapy.

2018 | MARCH
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Simon’s Project: Boosting the Power of Antibiotics for Cystic Fibrosis
Respirion Pharmaceuticals, WA

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR BARRY CLEMENTS 

Associate Professor Barry Clements and
Respirion Pharmaceuticals are advancing an
innovative new treatment designed to boost the
effectiveness of antibiotics used to treat chronic
lung infections in people living with cystic
fibrosis (CF).

The therapy combines the widely used
antibiotic tobramycin with Respirion’s
proprietary “booster” compound, designed to
dramatically increase the antibiotic’s ability to
kill resistant bacteria while also helping to
reduce inflammation in the lungs. Delivered
using a modern mesh nebuliser, the treatment
can be administered in less than 10 minutes,
significantly reducing the daily treatment
burden for people with CF.

Over the past year, the Respirion team
completed the Phase 1b safety study, identified
the optimal dose, and launched the Phase 2a
trial across additional Australian sites.

Recruitment is underway, with 32 participants
enrolled and more being screened. If
successful, the results will help advance the
treatment to larger clinical trials, bringing this
promising therapy one step closer to the clinic.

This work forms the focus of Simon’s Project,
supported by Cure4CF and inspired by Simon
Bazouni and his family, who have tirelessly
raised funds to accelerate research into new
treatments for CF.

2018 | MARCH
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Think Zinc: Helping the Body Fight Infection in Cystic Fibrosis
University of Queensland, QLD

Professor Matt Sweet

Professor Matt Sweet, Dr Divya Ramnath and
colleagues are studying specialised immune
cells called macrophages, the body’s “big
eaters” that normally engulf and destroy
bacteria. In people with CF, these cells don’t
work as effectively, allowing harmful bacteria to
persist and drive ongoing infection and
inflammation in the lungs.

The team’s research focuses on zinc, an
essential nutrient used by macrophages to kill
bacteria. Their work has shown that
macrophages from people with CF have a
defect in zinc-mediated bacterial killing. Levels
of a key protein that transports zinc within the
cell are also reduced and, without this
transporter, the immune cells cannot deliver
zinc to bacteria effectively.

With support from Cure4CF, the researchers
are testing whether restoring this zinc pathway
can help macrophages regain their bacteria-
killing ability. During the past year, the team
successfully developed laboratory models of
infection using human immune cells and
established a new mRNA-based method to
deliver the zinc transporter protein into
macrophages.

Although still in its early stages, this innovative
research could open the door to new treatments
that strengthen the immune system, helping
people with CF better control chronic infections
and reduce long-term lung damage.



MEMPHIS SOLUTIONS2018 | MARCH
P A G E  3 6

RAPID-PHAGE: Harnessing Viruses to Fight Antibiotic-Resistant Infections
Curtin University, WA

Associate Professor Anthony Kicic

Researchers at Curtin University are
investigating an innovative approach to combat
antibiotic-resistant infections in people living
with cystic fibrosis (CF) — using
bacteriophages, naturally occurring viruses that
specifically target and kill bacteria.

The RAPID-PHAGE project, led by Associate
Professor Anthony Kicic, aims to develop a
rapid system to match the most effective
bacteriophage to the bacteria causing infection
in an individual patient’s lungs. This
personalised approach could provide a powerful
alternative when conventional antibiotics are no
longer effective. 

The team has partnered with hospitals to collect
multidrug-resistant bacteria commonly found in
people with CF and are using these samples to
identify effective bacteriophages. Now they are
developing models that can analyse both the
bacteria and the bacteriophage to determine
which combinations are most likely to be
effective. With AI and genomic analysis, these
models to rapidly predict the best phage–
bacteria matches, cutting a process that can
take weeks down to seconds.
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Claudia’s project – taking the next step 
University of Melbourne, Vic

Associate Professor Nick Scott

Cure4CF is proud to support innovative
research led by Dr Nick Scott at the University
of Melbourne, working in collaboration with Prof
Ethan Goddard-Borger (Walter Eliza Hall
Institute). Their project is focused on developing
new antibody-based approaches to prevent and
treat dangerous infections caused by the
bacteria Burkholderia in people living with Cystic
Fibrosis.

Building on earlier Cure4CF-funded work, the
research team has developed specialised
glycoproteins that mimic key sugar molecules
found on the surface of Burkholderia. These
molecules form the basis of a new type of
vaccine designed to train the immune system to
recognise and respond to infections. During the
year, the team successfully produced and
refined these vaccine components and used
them to immunise mice to generate antibodies
capable of recognising the bacteria.

Early results show strong immune responses,
with work underway to isolate antibodies that
target Burkholderia glycans. The team aims to
refine these to create antibodies that selectively
target Burkholderia species.

Next, they will test whether these antibodies can
help immune cells destroy the bacteria—
potentially leading to new vaccines and
therapies for people with CF.
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World First Phage Treatment for children with CF
CHIP-CF Team - Sydney Children’s Hospital Foundation Westmead, NSW

Dr jagdev singh

The CHIP-CF project has achieved several
world-first milestones in developing
bacteriophage therapy for children with cystic
fibrosis (CF) and chronic Pseudomonas
aeruginosa infection. Some children continue to
experience difficult-to-treat infections, often
requiring prolonged hospital admissions up to
three or four times a year. The team have
developed and secured full regulatory and
ethical approval for the world’s only dedicated
paediatric bacteriophage clinical trial. Early
results are very promising. The first four children
tolerated treatment well, showing improved lung
function, and three are now free of a long-
standing infection—after 6–11 years of
persistent illness and repeated hospitalisations.
The first two patients have remained infection-
free for over two years. Building on promising
results, the trial now includes children as young
as six, enabling earlier intervention before
irreversible lung damage. The program
exemplifies precision medicine and stands at
the forefront of international research. The team
has published six peer-reviewed papers shaping
the future of bacteriophage therapy in CF. Dr
Singh’s leadership, recognised with a Churchill
Fellowship, is accelerating global collaboration
to expand this work. 
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Associate Professor Leszek Lisowski 

The CMRI team has brought together all their
research to pinpoint the best candidates for their
gene therapy program. They have created a set
of new viral carriers (AAVs) that are designed to
reach the lungs without affecting the liver.
These have been tested in different lung
models, including thin slices of lung tissue with
Professor Jane Bourke at Monash University, in
mini lung structures grown from stem cells at
the CMRI Stem Cell and Organoid Facility, and
in other types of lung cells.

The team has now chosen the gene they want
to change and has found the best tools to make
this change accurately for their gene therapy
plan. They have also created several treatment
designs, which they are now testing to make
sure they work in the right models.

ALL in ONE GENE THERAPY for CF STAGE 2 
children’s medical research institute (CMRI), NSW
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Investigating Trikafta Drug Exposure during Pregnancy
University of Melbourne, VIC

Dr Elena Schneider-Futschik

Great progress has been made in Dr Elena
Schneider Futschik’s project. The research has
developed a sensitive and reproducible
analytical method that can measure the
components of Trikafta in a range of sample
types. This method is now being used by
several international groups, showing our home-
grown research has international reach and
impact.

The team is the first to employ correlative
pregnancy approaches to understand how
modulator therapy is transferred between
mother and baby during pregnancy. By
examining maternal and fetal transfer of
modulator therapy between CF mum/healthy
baby, CF mum/CF baby, and healthy mum/CF
baby the team can start to understand this
complex process. The impact of their Cure4CF
funding is already evident with the team being
successful in additional funding valued at more
than $2 million including an NHMRC Ideas grant
and two prestigious fellowships. The team has
also been presenting their work both nationally
and internationally with Elena being invited to
participate in the CF Foundation workshop on
prenatal modulator use in Washington earlier
this year. The project will be completed early in
2025, and we can’t wait to see what is next for
this team.



our communityour communityour communityour communityour communityour community



This progress belongs to
our community—together,
we are turning generosity

into life-changing research.
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Team Simon Foundation for Cystic Fibrosis – Gala Dinner
In 2025, Harry and Teresa founders of the Team Simon Foundation made an extraordinary gift of $340,000 to
support vital cystic fibrosis research, in honour of their beloved son, Simon.

This generous donation reflects the compassion, dedication, and unwavering spirit of Team Simon, a foundation
devoted to ensuring that every person living with CF has the opportunity to enjoy a full, healthy, and vibrant life.

In 2025, our incredible community of fundraisers showed just how powerful compassion in
action can be. Through walks, runs, bake sales, trivia nights, swims, dinners, car rallies and so
many creative efforts, you raised an inspiring $296,779.05 for Cure4CF. We also extend our
heartfelt thanks to the Team Simon Foundation, whose Gala Dinner contributed an extraordinary
$340,000, reminding us of the remarkable things we can achieve together.

Because of your passion and generosity, Cure4CF is investing over $1 million into innovative
cystic fibrosis research this year—real progress made possible by you. This section celebrates
just a few of the remarkable people and teams whose efforts shaped 2025. To every one of you:
thank you. Your spirit, dedication, and belief in a cure move our work forward every day.

a n  e p i c  e f f o r t  s a w  o u r  r e l e n t l e s s  c f  a r m y  r a i s e  v i t a l
f u n d s  f o r  o u r  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m .

community fundraisers





 The Great Escape Oz 
The Great Escape Oz Car Rally once again embarked on their thrilling journey across OZ, this time
from Albury to Coffs Harbour, raising a remarkable $165,564 for Cure4CF.

Our sincere thanks go to Mal Boardman and his team for their dedication, passion, and tireless
effort in making this unforgettable event such a success.







 CF Goulburn – 65 Roses Charity Dinner 
Sylvana and her volunteer team at CF Goulburn and District held their
annual 65 Roses Charity Dinner in support of those living with CF, they
donated an amazing $25,000 to Cure4CF from this event.



 ANZ Community Ball 
Cure4CF were chosen as one of the major charity partners for the ANZ
Community Ball, where an incredible $21,768.93 was donated to Cure4CF. 



 Pro Health Care 
Our sincere thanks go to Pro Health Care for hosting their engaging quiz night! Beyond the fun, friendly
competition and brain-teasing challenges, the event raised an impressive $3,000 for Cure4CF. 

We’re grateful for partners like Pro Health Care, whose generosity and community spirit help drive vital cystic
fibrosis research forward.
 



An Evening with Jamie Sach – Adelaide & Sydney
Penfolds Global Ambassador Jamie Sach hosted two special evenings of philanthropy for Cure4CF, bringing
supporters together in both Adelaide and Sydney. Guests gathered at the stunning Penfolds Magill Estate in
Adelaide and at Doltone House, Signorelli Gastronomia in Sydney to enjoy exceptional wines and gourmet
canapés while gaining insight into the life-changing impact of Cure4CF’s work.

Across both events, attendees learned more about the organisation’s mission and helped raise vital funds for the
2025 Holckner Family CF Impact Grant. A sincere thank you to our inspiring CF warrior and special guest, Olivia
Wood and Kristen and Ryan Sheaff, parents to CF Warrior Myla, for sharing each of their powerful and deeply
personal stories. 







Jen, Leigh, Xavier & Aveline Kozlowski - cookie fundraisers, gingerbread house making Night & Oktoberfest Dinner.
Cure4CF Ambassador Jennifer Kozlowski, mother of CF Warrior Aveline, brought together her nearest
and dearest for a festive Gingerbread House Making night, where creativity and Christmas spirit were in
full swing. Jennifer, with the help of her talented son Xavier, also baked and sold delicious cookies! Their
incredible efforts raised an outstanding $5,440!



Table to Cure 
Thank you for opening your homes and bringing people together in support of Cure4CF. Your generosity
and effort are helping drive our relentless pursuit of better treatments and a cure for cystic fibrosis.
We’re so grateful to have you as part of this community.



Karlee Kerrigan – Run Melbourne
Karlee Kerrigan laced up her running shoes to take on the Run Melbourne half marathon in honour of
her son, CF Warrior Alfie. Supported by her family every step of the way, Karlee’s determination helped
her raise an impressive $7,642.59 for Cure4CF.

Professor Peter Wark - Sydney Marathon
CF champion, Professor Peter Wark ran in the Sydney Marathon for the families he’s met, for the
children he thinks about when the research gets challenging, and for the hope that one day soon, his
work will help them simply breathe easier. Peter raised an amazing $614.70.

Ryan Sheaff - Sydney Marathon
Cure4CF super supporter Ryan, ran with love and determination, raising $1,273 for Cure4CF in support of
his daughter, Myla, and all those living with cystic fibrosis. Thank you, Ryan you’re awesome!



Wendy Harvey - community fundraiser
Wendy has combined her love of baking and crafting with her commitment to Cure4CF, creating beautiful
treats that have brought people together for a great cause. Through her series of morning teas, she has
raised an impressive $9,661.35, making a real difference in funding vital cystic fibrosis research.

Park Orchids Lions Club - Car Rally
The amazing volunteers at Park Orchards Lions Club held their annual Car Rally and Classic Car Show Day,
which is a great family event, donating $5,000 to Cure4CF as one of their charity partners for this event.

Grill’d Rundle Street
Thank you to everyone who came out to support our Grill’d Rundle Street Trivia
Night. We’re so appreciative of Grill’d for putting on such a fantastic event!



Jess Gill – Fresh Starts Port Noarlunga
A big thank you to Jess Gill and the volunteers at Fresh Starts Port Noarlunga, who
start their days braving the cold sea waters with energy and enthusiasm. After their
swim, they came together for a breakfast BBQ, raising $2,100 for Cure4CF.



Callum’s Crew – City-Bay Fun Run
The rain wasn’t going to stop Callum’s Crew, powering through the City- Bay Fun Run with determination
and spirit. Together, they raised an impressive $5,135.59 for Cure4CF. A special thank you to Cure4CF
Ambassador Callum Ferguson for inspiring everyone to keep moving, no matter the weather.
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Thanks to this overwhelming support, we triggered a bonus round of matched funding, pushing
the campaign even further. By the end of D-Day, our community had raised an incredible
$236,170.14 to accelerate life-changing cystic fibrosis (CF) research.

Every donation was doubled by our generous matched donors, meaning every dollar went
twice as far in advancing groundbreaking research. This includes gene-editing therapies
targeting the root cause of the disease, new treatments for chronic infections, and
technologies to detect and prevent complications—driving real progress towards a cure.

This remarkable result was made possible by the passion of our donors, the dedication of our
partners, and the unwavering support of the Cure4CF community. A special thank you to our
partner Williams Burton Leopardi, Ben and Bianca from Macquarie Bank, and our matched
donors who make this day possible. To everyone who donated, shared our message, and
stood with us on D-Day, thank you. Together, we are accelerating research, creating hope,
and moving closer to a future free from CF.

cure4cf donation day
D - d a y  -  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  d a y  o f
t h e  y e a r  t o  f i g h t  c y s t i c  f i b r o s i s .

Following the incredible momentum of previous years, our
community once again rallied behind D-Day, the most powerful
day of the year in the fight against cystic fibrosis. In just 24 hours,
our CF Army came together with extraordinary generosity and
determination, reaching our $190,000 target and unlocking
additional matched funds to support vital research.



our partnersour partnersour partnersour partnersour partnersour partners



Cure4CF is bringing people
together, across Australia

and around the world — 
to fund the breakthroughs

that matter most.
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Together, we have the power to create meaningful change. A heartfelt
thank you to all our amazing partners for your unwavering support
and dedication.

our partners



Make a donation
Your gift, of any size, helps fund life-changing cystic fibrosis research.
Donate online at cure4cf.org and be part of the progress.

Fundraise for us
Bring people together and turn your passion into impact. Host your own
fundraiser, celebrate a milestone, or take part in one of our community
initiatives like Table to Cure, CF Awareness Month or D-Day.

Become a corporate partner
Partnerships are essential to growing our research program. We work
collaboratively with organisations to deliver meaningful impact while
supporting their business and community goals.

Remember us in your Will
Leave a lasting legacy by supporting future breakthroughs in cystic
fibrosis research. A gift in your Will can help create a world without CF.

Advocate for us
We need a cure for CF and research is the answer. Use your voice to
help raise much needed funds and awareness. Like, comment and
share our content to help shine a spotlight on our fight!
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join the fight
Together, we are building a powerful community determined to end
cystic fibrosis. With the strength of our supporters behind us, we
are accelerating research and moving closer to a cure.

JOIN THE FIGHT. TOGETHER, WE CAN HELP FIND A CURE.



We would like to extend our thanks and appreciation to all the donors,
community fundraisers, partners, trusts and foundations who have
supported our work throughout 2025. While our community is too large
to recognise each individually, please know how grateful we are for
your ongoing support.
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our financesour financesour finances



Driven by impact,
collaboration, integrity,

inspiration and passion, we
are united in accelerating a

cure for cystic fibrosis.
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financial statements
c u r e 4 c f  h a s  e n g a g e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  l e e  G r e e n  t o
c o n d u c t  i t s  a n n u a l  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t  a n d  p r e p a r e  t h e s e
a u d i t e d  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s .
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